Chemotherapy for metastatic melanoma during pregnancy.
Melanoma during pregnancy represents a difficult problem. Although surgery is a definitive therapy for early-stage disease, rapidly progressive metastatic disease in pregnancy requires a series of more difficult decisions. We report the use of combination chemotherapy with tamoxifen, carmustine, dacarbazine, and cisplatin in a patient with metastatic melanoma during the second trimester of pregnancy. The patient received 2 cycles of chemotherapy prior to delivery of a healthy 1520-g baby girl at 30 weeks gestation. Placental pathology, however, revealed malignant melanoma in the intervillous space and melanin pigment granules in villous Hofbauer cells and synctial trophoblasts. This report also reviews the literature, assessing the importance of pregnancy as a prognostic factor, the effects of metastasis on the products of conception, and the use of chemotherapy in pregnancy. We conclude that combination chemotherapy can be administered in the second trimester of pregnancy for the treatment of rapidly progressive melanoma without interfering with the successful maturation and delivery of an infant of 30 weeks gestation.